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Mark Grisham opened the meeting at 6 p.m. and requested motion to approve minutes from Oct. 24, 2013. Motion was moved by Commissioner Scott Smith. Commissioner Steve Coleman seconded the motion and approval was unanimous.
Tom Fitzgerald, Kentucky Resources Council
When I first started receiving calls about the proposed Bluegrass Pipeline I learned that unlike methane that comes out of same well in Marcellus/Utica formation shale in West Virginia and Ohio, the methane once cleaned up goes into interstate pipeline pervasively regulated for its necessity, its routing, its impact on land uses. It goes through a full NEPA review so it probably has an environmental impact statement. Unlike methane, the other co-products that come out of Marcellus Shale, the ethane, butane, pentane, which are collectively called Natural Gas Liquids go into a separate pipeline for which there is no oversight for the necessity or routing. The closest we have is, they are supposedly abandoning in place a significant stretch of pipeline from Hardinsburg to the Gulf of Mexico. You have the Federal Emergency Regulatory Commission, (FERC) which will make case for no longer needing a pipeline.
Assuming that that happens, FERC has a NEPA obligation that they are only looking at prospective paths rather than the totality of what is going to happen.
The other federal agency involved is the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. They have the proposal for the Bluegrass Pipeline, not Kinder Morgan. 
The new construction for the Bluegrass Pipeline will cross 700 waterways, yet the company thinks they should be eligible for a nationwide permit which has the most minimal level of scrutiny of the project. We believe that the cumulative involvement of FERC and Corps of Engineers necessitates a full-blown environmental impact statement of the entire length of the project, as well as alternatives, as well as mitigation.
We have asked FERC for that and will ask Corps for same.
In the absence of federal authority over routing the line, the question is:  What state level review occurs? Unlike emerging plans for electricity or a CO2 pipeline, the current electric transmission and siting board has no jurisdiction over natural gas liquids pipeline, which fall under the hazardous gas pipelines which fall under the Hazardous Materials Safety Administration. That agency, part of the Department of Transportation, operates under the Federal Pipeline Safety Act. 
Under that act, any state or local efforts to regulate safety are prohibited. Conversely, Congress told the D.O.T. they have no jurisdiction over routing of the pipeline or location. Barring a state siting board, of which we have none, the question is who has authority to deal with siting and routing issues. The Corps does, tangentially through approval of dredge and fill permits and Section 10 permits under Rivers and Harbors Act.
The state has water quality certification, depending on whether individual permits by the Corps. The state has given its generic water quality permits for nationwide permits, but if the company does an individual permit, the state can require an individual water quality certification. If they’re crossing streams, they must have a stream crossing permit.  If disturbing more than an acre, which will be, they must comply with stormwater permit, which is general permit, KYR10.
If they withdraw more than 10,000 gallons of water per day, it will require a water withdrawal permit. So, the state has some degree of involvement but because the state has not gotten around to developing the regulations, under KRS353500 counties were pre-empted. The state has not done regulations for gathering lines so we have no state regulations directly addressing the routing. 
Counties under KRS353500 sub 2 who have planning and zoning can regulate siting and routing of a hazardous liquids pipeline such as the Bluegrass Pipeline. Counties have taken two approaches, one simple, the other an elevated review.
In Colorado, when a conditional use permit process board gets application, it can approve use with additions necessary to protect land use. It’s flexible and can tailor it to specific projects.
The downside is asking boards of zoning adjustment to review a hazardous liquids pipeline. We suggest that they charge a fee to hire a vendor to get necessary expertise on noise, odor, proximity to emergency help, proximity to places that are hard to evacuate, proximity to prime farmland to natural, wilderness and wildlife areas.
All of those are cities and counties that are competent to regulate. There are two federal court cases where pipeline cases challenged the local zoning, dealing with other land uses, aesthetics, keeping certain industrial uses out of areas not suitable for that area. In both cases, federal pre-emption does not stop local planning and zoning.
The community can create a new zone to protect surrounding property and can tailor it asking the planning and zoning board to review explosive pipeline. There are other approaches to create new zoning affecting noise and odor proximity.
The company says they have power of eminent domain but we don’t believe so; their claim will be tested. There are 2 legislative measures reining in eminent domain pre-filed. There will be other issues like extending siting board. 
Sister Maria Visse, Sisters of Loretto
Nationwide, people have contacted us as we spoke out. Why are we concerned? Loretto has a land ethic which calls the order to care for the earth in its pain, to celebrate its beauty, and to create space for its healing. Land is our common heritage, owned by no one, responsibly tended and cared for by each generation. Those responsible for land at any particular time should regard it as a sacred trust, received with gratitude, tended with care for its integrity and long-term sustainability.
The Loretto community has been at St. Stephen’s farm since 1824 and we have tended it since then with crops and cattle. It is a calm place where people can come to think. For that reason, when we were approached about survey, we said no. We cannot hope that the company that wants to bring the pipeline through our area will give us the same assurances or maintaining the same tranquility. I have pages of problems that occurred along the pipeline. We seek balance.
This is difficult because our neighbors can gain financial help. At the same time, what concerns me is enormous gain for certain elements and then the rest of us left with the results of what may happen. The government is not answering our needs. Why question the pipeline? Because as long as we continue to support fossil fuel use, we won’t use human capital for other means of energy.
We’ve been educators since 1812 and know the resources in our human community to better meet needs for heating and plastics.
How does someone assume responsibility for air, soil and water? What kind of lifestyle is needed to support corporate interests? Loretto tries to be least burden on resources. Take time to get facts and data. We are part of government too, the same as those who are elected.
Chris Schimmoeller  
For an overview, the Bluegrass Pipeline is part of larger project which will connect Marcellus Shale fracking to the Gulf. There are 500 new miles of new pipeline involved, 120 miles through about 13 counties in Kentucky.
It is proposed to run through key areas. It will not transport any energy product from fracking. The hype is about feed stock. Unlike the media blitz where there is talk about a renaissance of American energy this is for plastics production for markets in Latin America and Europe where there is higher demand and profit. It’s about bottom line. 
This is not the only pipeline on the horizon, so think broadly. The other one proposed is KinderMorgan/MarkWest line, we call the Tennessee line. It is 900 miles of pipe, put in the ground in the 1940s for hazardous liquids also. It has caused a swell of grassroots concern in Kentucky. Ten counties have resolutions against it, or expressed concern. There is pressure of six-digit offers, pressure to sign within two weeks with false information given on eminent domain issues; no official government standing up for landowners, except fiscal courts.
Dick Watkins

Two concerns:

1) Health and safety concerns with mixed Natural Gas Liquids 

2) Risks inherent in using 40+ year old repurposed natural gas pipeline to pipe hazardous NGLs

Methane or natural gas has half the density of air. When there is a rupture, natural gas goes straight up in the air so it leaves the area. When there is a natural gas explosion they are usually from leaks in confined spaces like homes and buildings.
Natural gas liquids are the liquids in the pipeline at 600 PSI or higher but are mixtures of gases and liquids at ambient conditions, so NGLs are about 85 percent gases. Gases are from 50 to 100% more dense than air so it will stay at ground level and build up. They are colorless, odorless and extremely flammable, very likely to explode. The gases are also toxic because they are asphyxiants. They are lethal due to lack of oxygen.
Before they reach lethal concentrations, they cause headaches, dizziness and unconsciousness. Due to the presence of benzene, also a known carcinogen, it can be toxic. The NGL liquid portion will enter the groundwater and can be toxic, because of the presence of benzene, a known human carcinogen. It’s soluble in water with low volatility. As reference, the drinking water spec for benzene is 5 parts per billion.
Regarding repurposed pipeline, I wish to restate that in spite of inspections and hydrostatic tests that will be done, it may still fail in service. Reasons:
1) The pipe was manufactured using obsolete technology called low frequency ERW. It can rupture along welding seams. 

2) Obsolete exterior protective coating that are known to disband, which reduces effectiveness against corrosion.

3) Pressure spikes in a pipe are more severe for a liquid than a gas. NGLs are liquid inside the pipe though it may be gas outside it.

A chart on pigging showed failures were from all low-frequency ERW pipes older than 30 years, due to external seam corrosion. This is hard to detect from the inside of a pipe underground. Inspection supposed to catch it, but didn’t.
There is no economic benefit to Kentuckians to use repurposed pipelines. There are acute health and safety risks to piping NGLs long distance. Throughput is very high. Imagine a 55-gallon drum, every minute in a pipeline. There are 100-200 such drums in the pipeline. It’s in liquid form. But what if there is a leak? NGLs expand 270 times as it comes out. It will cover a large area quickly.
Bob Fekny:  
My wife and I live on the Kentucky River 5 miles from here. While monitoring and researching pipelines, we were told the main reason the pipeline is safe is because it’s monitored 24/7, as shown by a YouTube video of the Williams Company computerized control room in Tulsa, Oklahoma. We did not receive a response from Williams regarding our request on the size of the smallest leak that they can detect. We asked Williams safety engineer Don Whitaker about the capability of their instruments to detect small leaks; we received no answer. Letters to the editor did not result in an answer.
In researching the pipeline industry online, it seems the detectable leak is about 5 percent, a small number. But, this pipeline will move 8 million gallons per day and 5 percent of 8 million gallons is 4,000 gallons. Any smaller leak will be undetected.
The Williams Co. had a leak in a 4-inch line in Parachute Creek, Colorado that continued for two weeks. It caused a huge environmental disaster that they are still trying to clean up 11 months later. 
A drip from a valve was discovered by a maintenance man; instruments did not detect it. If the Bluegrass Pipeline leaked 4,000 gallons a day for two weeks that would be 56,000 gallons. Approximately 85 percent would vaporize but the remaining 8,400 gallons would end up in our groundwater aquifer; 8,400 gallons of mostly benzene, toluene, xylene, all carcinogens, would end up in groundwater, and the firm’s 24/7 monitoring won’t detect a leak of that size. 
The company says shut-off valves occur every 10 miles. There will be over 1.2 million gallons of NGLs trapped between the valves, so there is a tremendous amount of toxic, explosive liquids trapped in between the valves. Whitaker said that if the leak is small, they will attempt to repair it. If leak is large they will let it vent in order for a release, because it would be too dangerous to send a repair crew, due to an explosive possibility.
Williams uses outside contractors. Reports in the New York Times, Bloomberg, Natural Gas Watch, and Pipeline Safety Trust agree that pipeline monitoring detects only 1 in 20 leaks. Some are discovered by fly-overs (dead vegetation is a clue). Most leaks are found by boots on the ground.
If this pipeline is allowed to be built in Kentucky, we will entrust the safety of our people and our beautiful environment to a company with a monitoring system that relies on a few thin wires connecting sensors via phone and/or radio transmitters to computers that are over 1,000 miles away. We will be putting our lives in the hands of a monitoring system that, according to national statistics, misses 19 out of 20 leaks.
Deb Pekny: 
I wish to record my thoughts on how the pipeline company has treated Kentucky in their approach. I find it unconscionable that they have no regard for where they are putting this pipeline. We have been made to feel as if we are just a blue line on a map. There seems to be a lack of concern for the communities the pipeline will destroy, the hills, the water, or anything personable. There seems to be a lack of humanity and integrity with no regard for the people. Profit margin seems to be of major concern, with the quickest, fastest, straightest way to get the pipeline going.
EQC:  We understand the emotion of this issue, however; we request we minimize supposition of motives. Please provide us with facts. 
Amy Boone  
I live in Louisville but grew up in Nelson County. It’s hard to understand the prospect of having a hazardous liquids pipeline crossing land that is part of your identity. I grew up on a 100-acre farm in Nelson County next to Abbey of Gethsemane. My grandparents raised 10 children there. My grandmother worked at Gethsemane because Grandfather had Parkinson’s disease. I am involved in trying to stop the pipeline from coming to our state.
There are survey ribbon and stakes on a fenceline of a natural spring used by livestock. There is a spring 100 feet from a creek on our property. I became concerned when I spoke to surveyor about these features. I asked how far the NGL pipeline would be from my parents’ house and he said 300 to 500 feet. 
I’ve been given no answer to what happens when a pipeline is laid into a spring except, the company will try to avoid it. A particular concern is a cave that opens near my parents’ house.
I asked about caves and springs in the Scott County meeting; the company answered they rely on landowners to identify karst features, and they hire surveyors to avoid problems. A pipeline agent contacted us about an easement offer.
We brought the agent to the cave with the spring that feeds livestock. There are stakes above cave. The details of the conversation between Dad and surveyor were detailed verbatim. I wrote to the field services supervisor; the easement document allows at least two pipelines.
Tim Joice, policy director of Kentucky Waterways Alliance:
Our 900 citizen and organizational members concerned about Bluegrass Pipeline and its impact to water. Significant concerns:  
1) Karst geology  
2) Crossings of waterways from pipeline regulated by the Army Corps of Engineers and KY Division of Water via Clean Water Act.

Specifically, the Corps authorizes the Clean Water Act Section 404 Dredge and Fill Permits to allow impacts to our waterways and the Kentucky Division of Water issues Section 401 water quality certifications, along with the Corps’ 404 permit, to certify that the state has determined that the proposed impacts will either not cause degradation of water quality and/or proposed impacts will be mitigated sufficiently by the applicant.
The Corps’ 404 permit requires adherence to Clean Water Act’s Section 40b1 guidelines which detail the requirements applicants must follow to receive the 404 permit. This includes consideration of alternatives which ensures chosen project plan is one of minimized impacts, sufficient mitigation and is also economically feasible for the applicant.
A central tenet to 404 requirements:  If practicable alternatives exist that will satisfy overall project purposes, then no amount of minimization of the impact or proposed compensatory mitigation will be sufficient to support issuing a Section 404 authorization.

Further, compliance with 404 states that although the impact of a particular discharge may constitute a minor change in itself, the cumulative effect of numerous such piecemeal changes can result in major impairment of a waterway’s resources and interfere with productivity and water quality of existing aquatic ecosystems. 
In addition, the Corps as federal agency is subject to the National Environmental Policy Act or NEPA. A core part of NEPA is concept of environmental assessment (EA) and a more comprehensive environmental impact statement (EIS). NEPA requires federal agencies to complete environmental impact statements for major federal actions that significantly affect the quality of a human environment.
Permitting a project the scale of the Bluegrass Pipeline with 500 miles of new construction through Kentucky, Ohio and Pennsylvania that will cross major rivers including Ohio, the Kentucky and the Licking, as well as 700 smaller streams, plus 623 more miles of repurposed pipeline that may not be up to par for carrying NGLs. This requires major federal action.
An EIS must encompass details about a proposed project, including a full alternatives analysis, similar to a 404 requirement. The EIS process begins once an application for a 404 permit has been completed and the Corps begins deliberating whether the project complies with the Clean Water Act.
In this instance, we have a company that has already decided a preferred alignment of the pipeline. The company has engaged landowners, requested surveying access and otherwise tried to get easements set in stone. Meanwhile, the Corps of Engineers has yet to receive an application for the pipeline. 
This fundamentally undermines the authority of the Clean Water Act as implemented by the Corps. The requirements for a full and sufficient consideration of alternatives after an applicant has already determined their preferred route becomes more of a formality than a means to protect our waterways and water quality from unnecessary impacts. Likewise, this undermines authority of the National Environmental Policy Act and the purpose and function of an EIS.
KWA regularly reviews 404 permit applications for a variety of projects from developments to surface mining projects to industrial parks to proposed utility or pipeline projects such as this. Alternatives analysis provided in these projects are routinely insufficient and treated as secondary to the preferred alignment.
There is no doubt the Williams Co. and their consultants will do precisely the same thing unless forced to do otherwise. With lack of other regulatory bodies in Kentucky that have purview over siting and impacts of proposed pipeline, the Kentucky Waterways Alliance is very concerned that the project will not consider alternatives, will not avoid impacts to our waterways and will not avoid sensitive areas such as karst areas, which is required by law, and will put our critical water resources at risk of both explosive ruptures and undetectable leaks like in Parachute, Colorado.
Nancy Watkins
Focusing on the Williams Corporation, I will show news from recent years of infractions. In 2003, they paid fine of $20 million for reporting false data to influence the U.S. natural gas market.
The Tennessee Gas & Pipeline had a pipe failure in Louisiana in 2010. There was no fire, but pipeline had a magnetic smart pig test earlier in year indicating no flaws. In 2011, a Williams subsidiary (Transco) in Alabama had a leak due to a coating failure and failure of a cathodic protection system in corrosive soil.
Since then, it has been noted that Williams has not determined whether the conditions that caused the failure exist in other portions of Transco. In Pennsylvania in 2012, there was a blast and one-ton release of methane at four Williams compressor stations. Cause unknown, but propane explosion in the Louisiana plant killed 3 and injured 70; found a small, isolated spot of corrosion.
Since June 2013, Williams has shown 3 years of non-compliance with the federal Clean Air Act. Compressor station inspections and corrosion monitoring has not been performed regularly as planned.
Corps of Engineers made a safety suggestion that they should bury Rockaway pipeline receiver under the sand, but the company dismissed it as too costly, too time consuming. 

In 2004, the firm was fined $30,000 in Parachute, Colo. for fire. In 2011, they were fined for failure to follow procedures to prevent pollutants from getting into the water, a situation that was not fixed for seven months. In Dec. 2012, there was an NGL pipeline leak at Williams. The Colorado Department for Health & Environment notified Williams that the leak constituted a disposal of hazardous waste without a permit.
In March, benzene was found in the groundwater. A leak of 10,000 gallons was announced and a pressure gauge was blamed. Benzene levels continued to rise and citizens questioned the company’s credibility requesting the health department to monitor the situation. Benzene levels found to be above federally designated safety levels for drinking water. In August, levels were thousands of parts per billion. Colorado did not penalize at first because they said it was not blatant.
Then Williams said they would not expand plant at Parachute as planned due to low gas prices. Observations: 
1) Organizational complexity deflects blame,
2) Corporations change names all the time and employ many subcontractors. This makes it hard for public to know who is responsible. 
3) Accidents have many causes:  Poor pressure monitoring, malfunctioning shut-off valves, third party excavators hitting a pipe, frost heave, pipe corrosion and coating failure. Government agencies at all levels called to deal with accidents.

Citizens find it necessary to take matters into their own hands in Colorado and Pennsylvania where hydraulic fracturing is done, and in Brooklyn where Rockaway Pipeline is proposed. It is clear citizens of Kentucky need help from the government.
Dr. Ralph Ewers, Ph.D. 
Professor emeritus at Eastern Kentucky University. Geologist, senior hydrogeologist and president of EWC, Ewers Water Consultants, Inc.
The Bluegrass NGL Pipeline route crosses major karst topography and requires a thorough environmental impact assessment to understand and mitigate potential threats to human beings and the environment. Understanding these threats requires a basic understanding of karst terrain and the interaction of NGL components with these landscapes.
Natural conduits in karst provide routes for liquids and gases to move freely. The speed of water movement in these features revealed by tracer testing has shown that velocities equal to walking and jogging speeds are common for waters coursing through them. Thus, locations up to 10 miles or more from leak site could be affected before a leak identified.
Experience with gasoline leaks from underground storage tanks has shown that vapors from karst conduit have invaded homes and schools with explosive vapors. Sinkholes fill with gas fumes displacing air in caves have become explosion hazards that kill exploring children and rescuers. Flammable vapors released from an NGL leak would react similarly. 
Pipeline representatives would have you believe that pipelines are safe, but 263 pipeline accidents occurred since 2000. The list is long so I submit they are not all that safe.

Karst areas are dynamic; both surface and subsurface levels, change is at a rapid pace. The counties where the Bluegrass Pipeline is projected to pass are marked by tens of thousands of sinkholes. These are known, mapped and visible in aerial photography. They are so numerous that they cannot be avoided in pipeline construction.
Look below ground, the bedrock there is remarkable topography. There are pinnacles and ravines between them. Soil settles in ravines especially when you disturb the surface.

Although pipe is set on a bed of crushed stone, that material gradually moves away. Eventually the pipe rests on rock pinnacles, which results in stress, which leads to corrosion. In fact, most pipeline failures are caused by stress-induced corrosion.
This pipeline probably could be built safely but not by standard means of installation. If know the location of the sinkhole, can bridge it. If you fail to investigate the subsurface thoroughly you won’t know where sinkholes are.
All sinkholes, visible or incipient, are connected to the plumbing system Mother Nature creates. Making pipeline safe will be very expensive. The usual engineering approaches are insufficient. 
Lane Boldman, Sierra Club
On behalf of 5,000 members of the Sierra Club in Louisville and Lexington, we’ve gotten many calls. The Cumberland chapter has not taken a position yet, but it is forthcoming. We would support an environmental impact statement and Tom FitzGerald’s view and much more stringent permitting and oversight. Kentucky is a pass-through. Our question:  What are the benefits for this state? We are taking all the risk with few benefits. This is a gas boom now, a new Gold Rush.
Studying gas matters since 2009 the clear information released lags behind the companies’ activities to move and build infrastructure. Technology has gotten ahead of the public; state regulatory agencies don’t know what to ask and there is no information to the public.
Infrastructure is being built very fast, then problems appear and questions are raised. Some states have learned very hard lessons during the boom. We are not approving one pipeline. Kentucky is at the center of a highway between these two shale formations. Be aware of the boom happening in Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Tennessee and all are headed toward export terminals in Louisiana and Texas, we are in middle.
If one pipeline is approved, a precedent is set. Be clear on what you are doing because you don’t know how many more are coming. Problem not what we know, but what we don’t know. We must look at the big picture, what have we not investigated to see if regulations are adequate. We are against being an experiment. This is a new situation, this is not standard, and we lack regulations in place for proper oversight.
The repurposing of a pipeline, what do you know about it? We support Tom FitzGerald and are concerned about the speed at which this is occurring, and by the company, because of our unique karst system. We are a hub. We agree there must be a comprehensive environmental impact statement. This is not about one project.
Susan Classen, Sisters of Loretto
Marion County is threatened both by Bluegrass and KinderMorgan pipelines. The county officials received a letter regarding firm’s intention to re-purpose a local Tennessee Gas pipeline. FERC should broaden role:
· study what will run through the line

· require environmental impact statement, and 

· allow room for community input

Recommend book by Samuel Avery The Pipeline and the Paradigm. The stakes are high.
Corlia Logsdon
We built our dream house in rural Woodford County on 17 acres, a log house. We sought peace but this pipeline threatens home and our jobs at Kentucky State University and the Jim Beam distillery. 
The pipeline firm called my unlisted number asking to study feasibility of the pipeline. I called the magistrate because I live in a conservation area. I wondered why I had not heard of a zoning change. 
The Fiscal Court judge told me it was a legitimate company that would improve our county and firm would take us to court if we did not allow them to survey. They had eminent domain. We agreed to allow the survey with a 48-hour notice of same. We were in Alaska when they came. 
The house sitter said they came in the middle of the night to survey in July. She woke up to stakes. It is a heavily karsted area. What could they possibly learn in the middle of the night? I became concerned because our permits for septic tank, lagoon and drainage pipes were intense, but no word was being said by the government about permits for pipeline. After research we learned our magistrate misinformed. This is not about natural gas at all, but natural gas liquids. He received wrong information from the company. 
There was no plan to build a plant in Louisiana that would power natural gas-powered cars. I rescinded permission for survey.
I am very concerned about a precedent regarding what we’re doing to the land, people and issues of eminent domain. If this proceeds and the company exercises eminent domain then a private company can come onto our land and take our land rights. Nobody’s property safe.
This will lead to increased fracking in Kentucky, applications have increased because of markets opening overseas and the demand is up for NGLs. Kentucky is in the bulls eye and cross hairs here. We must stand up and protect environment and people’s rights.
David Whealdon
I submit the following requests to the Environmental Quality Commission:
1. Encourage Governor to make a public statement that landowners should not feel pressured to sign an easement contract under threat of eminent domain and to support eminent domain bill in the 2014 legislative session.
2. Ask the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and FERC to require a comprehensive environmental impact statement for full length of the proposed pipelines. Ask Governor and related agency officials to make the same request.
3. Make a determination that each proposed pipeline project represents “a significant impact” and communicate this to the Corps and FERC.
4. Express concern to the Corps about Bluegrass Pipeline easement acquisition and establishing a pipeline route before filing a permit application, undermining the environmental impact statement and 404 process. Ask the Corps that this be stopped if they have any authority to do so. Perhaps ask Bluegrass Pipeline LLC itself to respect the EIS process and voluntarily cease with easement acquisition until they have approval for a specific route.
5. Ask FERC to consider post abandonment use to transport hazardous liquids in its decision whether to allow abandonment (consideration should include comprehensive EIS and community hearings).
6. Recommend that the General Assembly pass legislation to establish state oversight authority for the transportation of hazardous liquids via pipeline.
7. Express disappointment to Governor and appropriate state officials on their lack of initiative and concern to protect land, air and water from these proposed projects, especially for karst and other sensitive areas.
8. Other matters:  It would be helpful to have clarification about stream crossings-are they going above or below ground. It also would be helpful if the Commission would learn more about which agency (if any) has oversight of re-purposed pipeline use once abandonment is approved.

Meeting opened to questions. Attendees invited to contribute to list of concerns on blackboard.
Bob Pekny:  New to area, lives on Kentucky River, experienced lot of rain in April 2011, not uncommon to have washouts, lost chunk of property 50 to 80 feet in diameter and 20 to 30-feet vertically, huge trees washed into river. Via kayak, we learned this is common in storms. Will pipeline company take this into consideration, test edges of streams and rivers so that this doesn’t happen?
Ewers:  A recent case of sewer pipeline laid beneath stream caused washout immediately adjacent to pipeline. Not a karst matter specifically, though it can be.

I am interested in learning about the minimum size of detectable leaks. I had same difficulty getting straight answer. I agree with your conclusion.

Bob Pekny:  My estimate was 5 percent leak but it would probably be much larger. I read of a huge leak at the Kalamazoo River of close to a million gallons of tar sands coming out of Canada. The company saw a blip on instruments and thought it was a bubble in pressure sensors so they increased pressure. When continued, they boosted pressure again so 17 hours passed before they concluded pipe was broken. And there are other situations where monitoring did not detect leak.
Ewers:  The largest pipeline rupture in Kentucky occurred in Winchester years ago. I had performed groundwater tracing to determine what it meant for the water supply of Winchester. At that leak, crude oil was flowing so deep across top of sinkholes and springs used by local farmers, it was not flowing water anymore, but crude oil.
EQC:  Mentioned leaks—heard figure of 12,000 miles of pipeline in Kentucky, how much for natural gas or oil? Has there been information that reflects more pipeline problems in Kentucky due to karst?
Boone:  There are around 7,000 miles of natural gas transmission pipeline, 800 miles of hazardous liquids pipeline, crude is under hazardous liquids definition. For natural gas liquids, about 40 miles.
Ewers:  The problem with karst conduits is that we don’t know where most of them are. The Kentucky Geological Survey is compiling groundwater tracing work in the state. For most of the area where pipeline route indicated we don’t know where conduits lead. We can suspect. This is why we need to do tracing in advance so we know where this stuff will end up and who will get it. That doesn’t tell us what goes on in between where water comes out and where starts. What it does in between is very difficult to understand, because current techniques don’t answer the question.
EQC:  What is testing method to test the condition of lines?
Watkins:  Smart pig technology can test for wall thickness, corrosion.
EQC:  How often is test run?
Watkins:  In five-year schemes.
EQC:  Thank you to presenters for the depth of your research. We’d like Williams to appear at our next meeting Jan. 23, 2014 to respond to questions. There is confusion and a disconnect among various interests. The public is not aware of many issues and their rights. We could seek a comprehensive statement letter from the Governor or Secretary Peters. We question whether the domain claim will hold up, but individual landowners need to know what is in their best interest when signing documents. We want what is best for Kentucky in short, medium and long term and need direction people can rely on.
The Kentucky Resources Council indicated a lawsuit is forthcoming, people will be named. Secretary Peters has testified before the legislature and the Public Service Commission has submitted a letter on their position. We could clarify that eminent domain is murky at best. The ruling might be best coming from the Attorney General and he has made some statements on the matter. We have access to some statements. Not everyone can make it to legislature. We could aggregate blanket findings with official resonance.
Boldman: We need not wade into legalities, but have fact sheets to address misinformation. A clarifying memo from the state on facts that we can take around so people who aren’t aware will have something. Even the company doesn’t always know—the salesman or surveyors do not have the expertise to disseminate a full disclosure.
Ewers: I recommend focusing on landowners and their issues. The effects of a problem go far beyond an individual landowner. When highly volatile materials interact with groundwater, they are under pressure so a well user’s water could find materials in the form of bubbles in their water, that present a fire and explosion hazard in their water supply. You can get a flame at your water tap from coal mining gases.
Barbara Hagan:  Why endanger pure limestone water that Kentucky is known for with material that is explosive and flammable and has cancer causing agents?
Daniel Moore: I ran mower into a new sinkhole this summer, that’s how it is. Does the Army Corps of Engineers have authority over groundwater?
EQC:  The definition “waters of the commonwealth” include the groundwater.
Sarah Pitney:  I built a beautiful home five years ago and own 340 acres. The company wants to follow power lines in Hardin County. The pipeline wants to use 2000 feet and I refused. Above us there are 27 acres belonging to someone else. The neighbors are absentee but a leak could filter down through karst to caves and sinkholes and Rough Creek, our creek has been designated as exceptional by state government. Neighbors need money yet we could be affected. Magistrate is not helpful.
EQC: Fiscal court could help you. We have bourbon and horses and tourism here in Central Kentucky and all are threatened by proposal. Jason Delambre made motion for an EQC commissioners’ conference call on the matter, also to forward questions to Williams. Motion seconded by Tom Herman and passed unanimously.
Williams representatives will be invited to attend next meeting to address the list of issues and concerns compiled and presented here. More information will come from state’s executive branch once the legislature starts. 
Some mistakes were made in presentation regarding permitting by the Corps of Engineers. They will do an alternatives analysis and require a permit. The document will be huge. The Corps takes its job seriously so the public will have many chances to daylight issues. In the application, the company must submit a route and see what will and won’t work regarding proposed routes and alternatives. 
Deb Pekny:  Will there be public hearings and will they be advertised?
EQC:  When a Corps permits a federal action, NEPA requirements fall into place. The company must provide information on endangered species and stream crossings, fish and wildlife and many other matters. There will be hearings on specific issues within NEPA program and this will go on for years. It will take a long time depending on company strategy.
FERC is now rewriting pipeline safety rules. We may wish to watch for this. PSC talks about FERC and their role.
Tom Marshall:  I worked for PSC and for DNR. The Public Service Commission has delegated jurisdiction for pipeline safety from the feds. In terms of an explosion, they are involved in hearings with NTSB (National Transportation Safety Board). But I don’t believe they have jurisdiction on routing. That’s what these pre-filed bills are about—to give the PSC some jurisdiction as regards to routing of these pipelines. If interested in that, look at bills filed by Representatives Jimmy Higdon, David Floyd and John Tilley. 
EQC: The permit is only as good as the entity enforcing it.
Boldman:  If not familiar with public process, it is complicated. Fifty water permit applications are received per day. Consider joining lobbies such as Kentucky Resources Council, Kentucky Waterways Alliance to help you sort through them.
Ewers:  A few Corps personnel have attended my karst classes, but have since retired. High flow equations apply. They are unfamiliar with these topics.
EQC:  Contractors will be hired.
Jerry Hardt, Kentuckians for the Commonwealth
I agree that a comprehensive environmental impact statement would take one year at least. The company says it will file application next spring and the pipeline will be in use in 2015. Knowing permit process, we must stay on top of issues and appreciate EQC’s desire to seek information. KFTC has attended open houses and various community meetings; most had Williams representatives present. We have asked these questions many times. Information is not forthcoming or not sufficient.
Or, we know the answers and their response is insufficient to protect what we love. Our recommendations to you are about leadership. Why are our environmental agencies not taking the lead here to define project? Their public position is to say we have no jurisdiction. Why are the people in this room leading the effort to protect our environment? We urge you to identify the threats, how to get in front of them and say here’s what we need the legislature to do, etc.
Tom Herman made motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m. It was seconded by Scott Smith and approved unanimously.

THESE ACTIONS, ALONG WITH THE AGENDA ITEMS, MAKE UP THE OFFICIAL MINUTES, WHICH ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Signed by:

_______________________________

Date:________________________

Mark Grisham, Chairman
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